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The waste levy is a fee that all licenced waste facilities must pay to the NSW
government for every tonne of waste received at the facility. It is designed to promote
recycling and resource recovery rather than sending waste to landfill - making it
more expensive to NOT recycle and thus discourage landfill disposal.

Check out the diagram below to see how the waste levy makes recycling more
attractive.

What is the NSW waste levy?

cost to recycle

GATE FEE
$160

LEVY
$174.20

cost to landfill

$334.20 per tonneTOTAL COST:

GATE FEE: $200 per tonne

How much does the waste levy cost?

The NSW waste levy rates apply from 1 July. 

2024-25

Metro Levy Area

Regional Levy Area

$170.10 per tonne

$97.90 per tonne

LEVY RATE

Every tonne of incoming waste that arrives at a "Scheduled" facility will attract the
levy liability. Since not all wastes that arrive at a waste facility end up in landfill, the
levy liability is removed from all waste that is sent offsite for lawful recycling, reuse or
disposal. The general rule for calculating the leviable tonnes of waste is: 

What waste is the levy paid on? 

Waste 
IN

Waste
OUT 

LEVIABLE
Waste -=
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WASTE LEVY ESSENTIALS

2023-24

$163.20 per tonne

$94.00 per tonne

2025-26

$174.20 per tonne

$100.30 per tonne

https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/waste/waste-levy/levy-regulated-area-and-levy-rates


For a complete list of all LGAs in each area and
this map visit the EPA website. 

The waste levy applies differently in different
parts of NSW. Each Local Government
Authority (LGA) will fall into one of the
following: 

Metropolitan Levy Area (MLA) - red
Regional Levy Area (RLA) - green 
Non-Levied Area - yellow

Waste that arrives at a facility in a lower levy rate area, will incur the waste levy rate
of that area it comes from. For example, loads arriving at a facility in Tamworth
Region from Sydney would incur the MLA levy rate despite Tamworth being in the
Non-Levied Area. 

Waste that arrives at a facility in a higher levy area, will incur the rate waste rate of
the area that the facility is in.  

This makes it is very important to identify and record the source location of all loads
accepted at waste facilities. For more details on waste source implications and levy
rates, whether related to your transactional system, reporting or regulation, give us a
call!

Waste Levy Areas - What are they? 

What if the waste comes from a
different waste area? 

Levy exemptions can be claimed for particular wastes: waste collected as part of a
community service, waste from a natural disaster, dredging spoil and whale
carcasses. 

Stockpiled waste that has been stored at the facility for more than 12 months
without being reprocessed (OR any waste is stockpiled above authorised amounts)
will attract levy. 

Reduced waste levy rates are applied to the three types of materials that are
commonly utilised as landfill cover and fill onsite: virgin excavated natural material
(VENM), recovered fines alternative daily cover and prescribed shredder floc.

For Operational Purpose Deductions (OPD) exemptions can be claimed within
24months of the material receival.

Keep an eye out for 'trackable liquid waste' and 'coal washery rejects' as they also
have unique levy rates.

What exceptions are there to the general levy calculation rule?
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https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/-/media/epa/corporate-site/resources/wasteregulation/levy-area-map.pdf?la=en&hash=C00135E31055627BB8A41EAEB222864C2655B186
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/waste/waste-levy/levy-regulated-area-and-levy-rates
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/-/media/epa/corporate-site/resources/wasteregulation/levy-area-map.pdf?la=en&hash=C00135E31055627BB8A41EAEB222864C2655B186
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/waste/waste-levy/levy-regulated-area-and-levy-rates
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/waste/waste-levy/levy-regulated-area-and-levy-rates
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/waste/waste-levy/levy-regulated-area-and-levy-rates
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/waste/waste-levy/coal-wash-rejects


The operator of a waste facility must record waste as one of three Waste Streams,  
allocate Sub Stream (if the waste is Municipal) and record the Material Type.

How is waste classified? 

ALL TRANSACTIONS MUST HAVE:

WASTE STREAM 

SUB STREAM (IF Municipal Waste)

MATERIAL TYPE

Material Type refers to the actual rubbish being disposed. Is it green waste? Is it a
load of concrete? Is it a mixture of different types of waste? 

Each material type has a corresponding waste reporting code. The table below shows
a selection of material types and their codes. The complete list and definitions can be
found on the EPA Website. 

What are the Material Types? 

Material Type

Asbestos (N220)

Asbestos contaminated soil

Bricks or concrete

Commingled recyclables

E-waste

Mixed waste

Code

ASBSOIL

ASB

BC

COMM

EWASTE

MIX

Mixed waste organic outputs

Paper or cardboard

MWOO

PAPER

material type

Regional

Council

Where a mixed load occurs - a
vehicle has some general rubbish

plus a tyre, plus some green
waste plus some concrete etc -
this is considered to be Mixed

Waste (MIX) waste type. 

03

WASTE CLASSIFICATION
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https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/waste/waste-facilities/waste-reporting/waste-reporting-definitions
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/waste/waste-facilities/waste-reporting/waste-reporting-definitions


Determination is done only
through chemical assessment. 

Examples:
household waste that contains
organics
disposable nappies and sanitary
pads

businesses (incl. shopping
centres)
industry and charities
schools
hospitals
other institutions
government offices

Commercial and industrial
waste includes waste
generated by:

COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL WASTE

Regional

Council

domestic waste (kerbside)
other domestic waste
council waste
garden organics

Municipal solid waste consists
of one or more of the
following Sub Streams:

MSW

MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE 

construction works
demolition works (includes
asphalt waste or excavated
natural material)
Builders and demolishers
often including skip bin
waste (although this can be
C&I)

Construction and demolition
waste is generated from:

construction and demolition waste

'Other' is used if it is not possible to identify whether the waste is municipal
waste, commercial and industrial waste or construction and demolition
waste.

other
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WASTE STREAMS
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RegionalCouncil

RegionalCouncil

Household waste (other than
garden organics) collected by
or on behalf of a council as
part of a routine kerbside
service carried out at least
once per fortnight.

DOMESTIC WASTE

Household waste (other than
garden organics or domestic
waste) collected by or on behalf of
a facility or taken directly to the
waste facility by or on behalf of the
householder.

other domestic waste

RegionalCouncil

Waste (other than garden organics)
collected by or on behalf of a council from
parks or gardens, council street bins, the
sweeping of streets by or on behalf of the
council, council waste drop-off centres
and major public events.

council waste

RegionalCouncil

Waste consisting of
plants or parts of
plants, including
compost or mulch. 

garden organics
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MSW SUB-STREAMS
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Waste levy must be paid to the NSW EPA on a monthly basis. 
The WCMR must be submitted within 26 days of the end of a given month.
Facility must pay levy contributions within 30 days of the end of month during
which the return was submitted. 

See July example below.

When must Facilities submit their WCMR and pay levy? 

july september

30

August

26

July WCMR due July levy payment due

Further details and levy payment dates can be found on the EPA website. 

July reporting month

WCMR's are submitted to the NSW EPA via the online
Waste and Resource Reporting Portal (WARRP). 

How does Facilities lodge the WCMR? 

Check out the handy NSW Waste and Resource
Reporting Portal (WARRP) User Guide! 

06

LEVY REPORTING
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https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/waste/waste-levy/levy-regulated-area-and-levy-rates
https://warrp.epa.nsw.gov.au/default.aspx
https://warrp.epa.nsw.gov.au/default.aspx
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/-/media/epa/corporate-site/resources/wasteregulation/160127-warrp-user-guide.pdf
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/-/media/epa/corporate-site/resources/wasteregulation/160127-warrp-user-guide.pdf
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/-/media/epa/corporate-site/resources/wasteregulation/160127-warrp-user-guide.pdf


IMPORTANT:
A DIN can only be applied within the approved time frame 
Waste must be reported in the corresponding WCMR to be claimed under the DIN
Tonnage of the waste cannot exceed approved amount of the DIN

In NSW, all materials are considered waste until proven otherwise and all waste is
leviable unless specifically exempted. However, the EPA will consider approval of
certain waste types to be exempt from levy if they are used for operational onsite
purposes, known as Operational Purpose Deductions (OPDs). These are CREDITS
against future levy liability if proven eligible to be claimed as a deduction. 
Potential operational purposes include:

road/construction works
leachate collection systems
landfill lining systems
stormwater management systems
alternate daily cover

See the full list at the EPA’s website here.

What is an OPD?

07

OPERATIONAL PURPOSE DEDUCTIONS
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A unique Detailed Identification Number (DIN) is generated when the EPA approved an
OPD. One DIN is applied to each sub-purpose of the OPD and is entered in a waste
contribution monthly report (WCMR) in WARRP.

DINs

After a WCMR is entered into WARRP, there is a
page for Deductions - Approved operational
purposes to enter your DIN.

Entering a DIN into WARRP

Enter applicable DIN and the Waste Type,
Quantity, Waste Stream and Region

See the WARRP User Guide for more information on entering OPDs into WARRP.

https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/Your-environment/Waste/waste-levy/claiming-deductions
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/160127-warrp-user-guide.pdf


Remember - all waste is considered
waste until proven otherwise!

OPDS = PROOF

Pre-approval OPDS 
Applied for and approved by EPA BEFORE waste comes on-site
Recommended - reduces risk of accepting non-applicable, levyable waste. 
Easier to keep track of waste entered under approved OPD
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OPERATIONAL PURPOSE DEDUCTIONS
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Why are OPDs important?
$$$ - money! OPDs save Councils and waste operators significant levy liability in
credits applied to future levy if approved,

They are a credit NOT reimbursement!
Environmental consideration - using materials with no end-life process. Enhances
circular economy principles onsite

Retrospective OPDS 
Completed AFTER waste is onsite
Must be lodged within 24-months of waste being onsite (including applying DINs).
Runs risk of being denied, incomplete records or acceptance of non-applicable
materials.

If there is not enough information or evidence to support
your application, the EPA may reject the OPD request.

Need to Know
Density factors - justifying waste material calculations
Weighbridge transactions and WCMRs (retrospective only) - proof of waste received
IPWEA requirements for roads and construction of recovered materials 
Recovered aggregate order for roads and construction 

You can apply for multiple OPDs at once for the same site,



How is the material being used?
Explain why OPDs are necessary for site operations. Include a cover letter and explain
how your contruction activity:

Aligns with an approved operational purpose
Aligns with your EPL and/or Environmental Guidelines: Solid Waste Landfills (2016)

Materials Testing
Get your material testing sorted! All materials need to be fit for purpose, which is
proven with engineering specifications. The type of test is dependent on the type of
material and what it is being used for, and are required for OPD approval. 

For example, if you are building a road made with:
Recycled content: You would need the two tests below for your material

Relevant Resource Recovery Order/ Exemption Testing. For an aggregate this
would be the “Recovered Aggregate Exemption/Order 2014”
IPWEA 2010, Specification for Supply of Recycled Material for Pavements,
Earthworks and Drainage

Virgin/quarried material: You would need the one test below for your material
TfNSW QA Specification 3051, GRANULAR PAVEMENT BASE AND SUBBASE
MATERIALS

Planning for OPDs is essential! Prior to materials being received onsite or works
commencing:

Contractors, gatehouse and operational staff need to understand OPD
requirements to ensure accurate recording of the delivery and use of
construction materials onsite, in the gatehouse/ weighbridge and office. 
Staff need to understand site’s own context and needs

Are you completing a Pre-construction OPD or Retrospective OPD claim?
It is important to understand this as an OPD is not a levy reimbursement! It is a
credit note against future levy liability. Consider your context and cashflow
implication.

Tips & Tricks 
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OPD - Checklist for Success

NSW LEVY FACTSHEET - JUNE 2025 

Supporting documents are a must! You must have accurate records such as:
As-Built and Volumetric Survey
Weighbridge Records (retrospective OPDs only)
Engineering and Design Plans
Site Maps and Photos
Transport Dockets
Product Invoices

Traceability



MORE BUSINESS.
LESS WASTE.

1300 668 445 hello@resourcehub.com.au

GET IN TOUCH
7 Clunies Ross Court,
Eight Mile Plains QLD 4113www.resourcehub.com.au

https://www.google.com/search?q=resource+hub+qld&rlz=1C5CHFA_enAU1001AU1001&ei=9w-lZNrPF6TNseMPx7SDiAU&ved=0ahUKEwiap4K3-vb_AhWkZmwGHUfaAFEQ4dUDCA8&uact=5&oq=resource+hub+qld&gs_lcp=Cgxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAQAzIFCCEQoAEyBQghEKABMgUIIRCgATIFCCEQoAE6CggAEEcQ1gQQsAM6CggAEIoFELADEEM6BwgAEIoFEEM6BQgAEIAEOgsILhCABBDHARCvAToGCAAQFhAeOggIABAWEB4QDzoICAAQigUQhgNKBAhBGABQ9wdYpAtg-gtoAXABeACAAeoBiAGrBZIBAzItM5gBAKABAcABAcgBCg&sclient=gws-wiz-serp#

